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CONGRESS 0F THE UNITED STATES, 

Begun and held at the City of New- York, on Wednefday, the Fourth of 
March, One Thoufand Seven Hundred Eighty-nine. 


T H E Conventions of a Number of the States having, 
at the Time of their adopting the Conftitution, ex- 
prefied a Defire, in Order to preveht Mifconftruc- 
tion or Abufe of its Powers, that further declaratory 
and reftrictive Claufes fooufd be added : And as extending 
the Ground of public Confidence in the Government will belt 
infure the beneficent Ends of its Inftitution, 

RESOLVED, by the Senate, and Houfe of Reprefen- 
vatlves, of tile United States of Amt ric'a, in Congrefs airem- 
bled. Two Thirds of both Houfes concurring, That the fol- 
lowing Articles be propofed to the Legiflatures of the l'everal 
States as Amendments to the Conrtiturion of the United States : 
Alt, or any of, which Articles, when ratified by Three-Fourths 
ot the faid Legiflatures, to be valid to all Intents and Pur- 
pofes as Part of the faid Conftitutioii, viz, 

ARTICLES in Addition to, and Amendment of,theCon- 
ftitudon of the United States of America, propofod byCon- 
. grefs, and ratified by the Legiflatures of me feverai States, 
purfuant to the Fifth Article ofihe original Conftitution, 

Article the Firji . — After the Firft Enumeration, required by 
the Firft Article of the Conftitution, there fliall be One Re- 
preferttative for every Thirty Thoufand, until the Number 
fha.ll amount tb One Hundred ; after which the Proportion 
fhall be fo regulated by Congrefs that there (hall not be lefs 
than One Hundred Reprefentatives, nor lefs than One Re- 
prefenrative for every Forty Thoufand Perfons, until the Num- 
ber of Reprefentatives fhall amount to Two Hundred, after 
which the Proportion fhall be fo regulated by Congrefs, that 
there fhall not be lefs than Two Hundred Reprefentatives, 
nor more than one Reprefentative for every Fifty Thoufand 
Perfons. 

jn rmteshe •seconc . — TTo U,aw varying the Compenlations for 
the Services of the Senators and Reprefentatives fhatl take 
Eife£t, until an Election of Reprefentatives fhall have inter- 
vened, 

Article the Third . — Congrefs lhall make no Law refpetfting 
the Eftabli foment of Religion, or prohibiting the free Exer- 
cife thereof } or abridging the Freedom of Speech, or of the 
Prefs, or to the Right of the People peaceably to aflemble, and 
to petition the Government for a Redrefs of Grievances, 

Article the Fourth .— A well regulated Militia being necef- 
fary to the Security of a free State, the Right of the People 
to keep and bear Arms fhall not be infringed. 

Article the Fifth.— No Soldier fhall, in Time of Peace, be 
quartered in any Houfe without the Confcnt of the Owner, 
nor, in Time of War, but in a Manner to be preferibed by 
Law. 

Article the Sixth . — The Right of the People to be fecure 
their Perfons, Houfes, Papers, and Effects, againft un- 


in 


reafonable Searches and Seizures fhall not be violated, and no 
\\ arrants fhall lfiue, but upon probable Caufe fupnorted by 
Oath, or Affirmation, and particularly deferibing the Place to 
be iearched, and the Perfons or Things to be feized 
Article the Seventh. —N o Perfon fo il! be held to'anfwerfor 
a Capital, or otherwife Infamous Crime, unlcfs on a Prefent- 
meet or Judgment of a Grand jury ; except in Cafes arifing 
m the Land or Naval forces; or in the Militia, when in ac- 
ga^fyree m Tune of War or public Danger : Nor fhall any 
1 ci Ion be fubject for the lame Oftence to be Twice put in* 
Jeopardy of Life or Limb ; nor lhall be compelled, in any 
nail nal Cafe, be a Witnefs againft himfelf ; rtor be de- 
prived of Lift-, Liberty or Property, without due Procefs of 

. 7 : .!! private Property be taken for public Ufe 

withou t juft Compenfation. 

Article the Eighth.— \ n all Criminal Profecutions, the ac- 
ciifcd fhall enjoy the Right to a lpeedy and public Trial, bv 
an impartial Jury of the State and Diftrift wherein the Crime 
lhall have been committed, which Diftrict fliall have b^en 
previoufly ascertained by Law j and to be informed of the 
Nature and Caufe of the Acaifation ; to be confronted with 
the \\ itnelfes againft him ; to have compulfory Procefs forob- 
taimng Witnefles in his Favour ; and to have the Affiftance 
of Counfel for his Defence* 1 

Article the Ninth — In Suits at Common Law, where the 
Vl^Conjrovcrfy foal! exceed Twenty Dollars, the Right 
of i rial by Jury fhall be preferved, and no Fact tried by a 
Jury lhall be otherwife re-examined in any Court of the United 
States, than according to the Rules of the Common Law. 

Article the Tenth, — Exceffive Bail fliall not be required ; 
nor excelfive Fines impofed ; nor cruel and unufual Punifo- 
ments inflicted. 

-ArutU .he El rue mb . — The ’Erramerat’ic.n fo the Lonftitu- — 
tion of certain Rights fhall not be conftrued to deny ordifpa- 
rage others retained by the People. 

Article the Twelfth. — The Powers not delegated to the U~ 
nued States by the Conftitution, nor prohibited by tt to the 
States, are referved to the States refpectively or to the People. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

JOHN ADAJVIS, 

Vhe-Preftdent of the United States , and 

. „ t Preftdent of the Senate. 

Atteft, John Becklev, J 

Clerk of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Sam. A. Otis, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

A true Copy of the Original , duly examined : 

Witnefs, HENRY W.ARD, Secretary. 


State of Rhode-Ifland, an! Providence-Plantations. 

In General Assembly, O&ober Seflion, A. D. 1 789. 

1 r ™ Voted an d Refy lv cd , That the Secretar hft H.ire_a.ed to caufe to be printed One Hun- 
dred and Fifty Copies of the Amendments to :he new Conftitution, as agreed to by ConoTefs, 
and which have been communicated -by the Prefident of the United States to this Legiflature : 
i^j^i t ^r lt thereof be fent to each Tovn-Clerk in the State as foon as may be, to be 

Lud ore 1 1^ Freemen at the Town-Meetings to be holden on Monday next, agreeably to a 
former Refolve of this Aflembly, for their Conftderation. 

A true Copy : 

Witnefs, HENRY WARD, Sec’ry. 
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PRINTED BY BEN.NtETT WHEELER. 


